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an authority. "What if a man should take upon him to be king ? " asked Cromwell. All Whitelocke could answer was, that if Cromwell were to take upon himself that title the remedy would be worse than the disease, and that his best plan was to make terms with Charles II.
These conferences came to nothing, and in January, 1653, the impatience of the army grew uncontrollable. The officers held regular meetings at St. James's, sent a circular letter to the armies in Ireland and Scotland, appealed to their fellow soldiers to stand by them, and drew up threatening addresses to Parliament. Most of the council of officers would be content with nothing less than an immediate dissolution, and were ready to effect it by force. Cromwell opposed any resort to violence, and succeeded, though with difficulty, in holding them back. To a friend, he complained that he was pushed on by two parties to do an act, " the consideration of the issue whereof made his hair to stand on end/* Major-General Lambert headed one party, eager to be revenged on the House for depriving him of the Lord Deputyship of Ireland. The other was headed by Major-General Harrison, an honest man, " aiming at good things," but too impatient to obtain them " to wait the Lord's leisure."
Meanwhile Parliament, thoroughly alarmed by the rising agitation, took up once more the " Bill for a New Representative," and began to press it forward in earnest. They determined what the constituencies should be, and fixed the qualification for the